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Center for Scientific Review 



To see that NIH grant applications 
receive fair, independent, expert, and 
timely reviews – free from inappropriate 
influences – so NIH can fund the most 
promising research.  
 
 

CSR Mission  



CSR Peer Review – Fiscal Year 2013 

• 84,000 applications received by CSR 
 
• 73% of NIH grant applications reviewed by CSR 
 
• 173 standing study sections 

 
• 236 Scientific Review Officers 
 
• 1,500 review meetings 

 
• 17,000 reviewers 

 
 
 



Divisions and Integrated Review Groups (IRGs) 

Translational and  
Clinical Sciences 

Cardiovascular and  
Respiratory Sciences  

Surgical Sciences,  
Biomedical  
Imaging and  
Bioengineering  

Musculoskeletal, Oral  
& Skin Sciences  
 

Oncology:  
Translational Clinical  

Vascular and  
Hematology 
  

Physiological and  
Pathological Sciences  

 Endocrinology,  
Metabolism, Nutrition & 
 Reproductive Sciences 
 

Immunology 
  

Infectious Diseases 
& Microbiology 
 

Digestive, Kidney & 
Urological Systems  
 

Neuroscience, Development  
and Aging 

Brain Disorders & 
Clinical Neuroscience 
  

Molecular, Cellular & 
Developmental  
Neuroscience 
  

Integrative, Functional &  
Cognitive Neuroscience 
  

Emerging Technologies & 
Training in Neuroscience 
  

Biology of Development &  
Aging 
  

Biobehavioral & 
Behavioral  
Processes 

Risk, Prevention &  
Health Behavior 

Population Sciences  
& Epidemiology 

Healthcare Delivery  
& Methodologies 
 

AIDS & AIDS 
Related Research 

AIDS, Behavioral  
and Population Sciences 

Basic and Integrative  
Biological Sciences 

Biological Chemistry &  
Macromolecular  
Biophysics  

 
Bioengineering  
Sciences 
& Technologies 
  

Genes, Genomes  
& Genetics  
 

Oncology: Basic  
Translational 

Cell Biology 

 
   Interdisciplinary  
Molecular Sciences 
& Training 
  



Headache Applications (RCDC*) 
FY2012-2014 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

201210 201301 201305 201310 201401 201405 201408 201410

Total

R01

R21

*Research, Condition, and Disease Categorization 



Headache Applications (RCDC*) 
FY2012-2014 + Council Round 2015/01 

*Research, Condition, and Disease Categorization 
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Headache – Distribution by IC (FY 2012-2014) 
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Headache – Distribution in Review Groups 
(FY2012-2014) 
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 25 SSs, 21 SEPs  

*SCS= 19 applications 



Headache – R01 Review Outcome 
CSR All Applications (red)  vs. Headache Applications (yellow) 
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Headache – Moving Forward  

• Stimulate submission of applications – outside the purview of 
review 

• Cluster applications in fewer IRG/study sections 
• Enhance Headache expertise – appoint charted study section 

members in higher volume committees 
• Continue to monitor review outcome -  not just R01s 
 



This Is CSR 



Key NIH Review and Grants Web Sites 

NIH Center for Scientific Review 
 

http://www.csr.nih.gov   
 

NIH Office of Extramural Research 
  

http://grants.nih.gov/   
 

http://www.csr.nih.gov/
http://grants.nih.gov/
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