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Education on Pain in Medical Schools 

Canada (median: 14) 
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Number of Hours of Pain Education 

Lina Mezei, B.S., and Beth Brianna Murinson, M.S., M.D., Ph.D., 2011 

*Watt-Watson J. et al., Pain Res Manag. 2009 Nov-Dec;14(6):439-44. (review of Canadian schools) 

Veterinarian schools: 
 87 hours on pain* 

Canada (median: 14) 
USA (median: 7) 
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The NIDA Prescription  
Opioids & Pain Workgroup 

in collaboration with the  
NIH Pain Consortium 

Medical/Dental/Nursing Students 
Pain Education Workshop 

September 24, 2010 

Major Conclusions: 
 
 1) To change pain curricula, it is best if you 
have a "Pain Champion" at the institution 
who already wants to take on the cause.   
 
2)  Accreditation for medical schools might 
be a useful target for system-wide 
changes.   
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Presentation by Dr. Larry Tabak, Deputy Director 
of the NIH to Senator Harkin’s HELP committee  

“The need for education of pain care professionals and 
researchers is also a key issue highlighted by the IOM report.  
To address this issue, the NIH Pain Consortium is 
encouraging medical, dental, nursing and pharmacy schools 
to respond to a new funding opportunity to develop Centers of 
Excellence in Pain Education (CoEPEs).  The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) is leading the CoEPEs 
program, which will develop pain management curriculum 
resources for health care professionals that will advance the 
assessment, diagnosis, and safe treatment of pain.” 
http://www.altarum.org/project-highlights-pain-education 
 

Feb. 14th, 2012 

http://www.altarum.org/project-highlights-pain-education




NIH Pain Consortium Centers of Excellence in Pain Education 

 John D. Loeser Center of Excellence in Pain Education at the University of Washington 
 The University of Pennsylvania Center of Excellence in Pain Education 

 Southern Illinois University Edwardsville/St. Louis University Center of Excellence in Pain Education 
 Rochester Area Collaborative Center of Excellence in Pain Education 

University of New Mexico Center of Excellence in Pain Education  
Harvard School of Dental Medicine Center of Excellence in Pain Education 

University of Alabama at Birmingham Center of Excellence in Pain Education 
University of California, San Francisco, Center of Excellence in Pain Education 

Thomas Jefferson School of Medicine Headache Collaborative Center of Excellence in Pain Education 
University of Pittsburgh Center of Excellence in Pain Education: Pain Challenges in Primary Care 

University of Maryland Baltimore Center of Excellence in Pain Education 
Johns Hopkins University Center of Excellence in Pain Education 





Launch 

July 10-11, 2012, Bethesda, MD 



 



Overall Goal: 
Improve pain treatment though education 

1) Develop and include pain education in the 
CoEPEs curriculum 

2) Develop online pain education resource on 
the Pain Consortium website (and others) 

3)  Dissemination/Evaluation 
 



• 12 CoEPEs 
• 100+ Teaching Institutions 
• 250+ Participants 

1) Develop and include pain education in the 
CoEPEs curriculum 



 

2) Develop online pain education resource on the 
Pain Consortium website (and other sites) 



3) Dissemination/Evaluation 



Overall Goal: 
Improve pain treatment though 

education 
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